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As George Watson playfully observes, the story is the best thing about a novel.
The deliberately ambiguous title of his book reflects the fact that it combines a
study of the art of narrative with the history of the novel as a literary form, since
its emergence some three centuries ago. Employing a thematic approach, the
author moves from one aspect of narrative to another rather than discussing
novelists chronologically. The book considers various kinds of novels, such as
the memoir novel and discusses issues such as the presentation of dialogue, the
creation of scenes, tense and time and the relationship between the novel and
history. Arguments are illustrated by well-known rather than obscure works, or
novels likely to be familiar to students who take this book as a starting-point for
the modern study of narrative. The reader is presented with a clear picture of how
the novel has evolved and how its chief conventions have developed and changed
since the seventeenth century. This new and revised edition brings back to life
this invaluable and straightforward work on the technique of the novel, which
first appeared in 1979.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
George Watson is Fellow in English at St. John’s College, Cambridge. He has published a number of books
on literature and political thought, including 'The Literary Critics', its sequel, 'Never Ones for Theory?', 'The
English Ideology', 'Lost Literature of Socialism' and 'Take Back the Past', also published by The Lutterworth
Press. He has been Sandars Reader in Bibliography, and is editor of the New Cambridge Bibliography of
English Literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Story of the Novel book is readable by simply you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with The Story of the Novel
content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Story of the Novel is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Kathleen Owens:

Typically the book The Story of the Novel has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Corey Gardner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Story of the Novel guide written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Story of the Novel as good book not merely by the
cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.



Wanda Davis:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is The Story of the Novel. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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