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The reputation of Rainer Maria Rilke has grown steadily since his death in 1926;
today he is widely considered to be the greatest poet of the twentieth century.
This Modern Library edition presents Stephen Mitchell’s acclaimed translations
of Rilke, which have won praise for their re-creation of the poet’s rich formal
music and depth of thought. “If Rilke had written in English,” Denis Donoghue
wrote in The New York Times Book Review, “he would have written in this
English.” Ahead of All Parting is an abundant selection of Rilke’s lifework. It
contains representative poems from his early collections The Book of Hours and
The Book of Pictures; many selections from the revolutionary New Poems, which
drew inspiration from Rodin and Cezanne; the hitherto little-known “Requiem
for a Friend”; and a generous selection of the late uncollected poems, which
constitute some of his finest work. Included too are passages from Rilke’s
influential novel, The Notebooks of Malte Laurids Brigge, and nine of his
brilliant uncollected prose pieces. Finally, the book presents the poet’s two
greatest masterpieces in their entirety: the Duino Elegies and The Sonnets to
Orpheus. “Rilke’s voice, with its extraordinary combination of formality, power,
speed and lightness, can be heard in Mr. Mitchell’s versions more clearly than in
any others,” said W. S. Merwin. “His work is masterful.”
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formal music and depth of thought. “If Rilke had written in English,” Denis Donoghue wrote in The New
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Finally, the book presents the poet’s two greatest masterpieces in their entirety: the Duino Elegies and The
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This work contains representative poems from the author's early collections.

About the Author
Rainer Maria Rilke (1875–1926) is one of the greatest lyric German poets. Born in Prague, he published his
first book of poems, Leben und Lieber, at age nineteen. He met Lou Salomé, the talented and spirited
daughter of a Russian army officer, who influenced him deeply. In 1902 he became a friend, and for a time
the secretary, of Rodin, and it was during his twelve-year Paris residence that Rilke enjoyed his greatest
poetic activity. In 1919 he went to Switzerland where he spent the last years of his life. It was there that he
wrote his last two works, Duino Elegies (1923) and The Sonnets to Orpheus (1923).
 
Stephen Mitchell was born in Brooklyn in 1943 and studied at Amherst, the University of Paris, and Yale.
Considered one of the preeminent translators of his generation, he has translated many classic texts including
Gilgamesh, The Bhagavad Gita, Tao Te Ching, and The Book of Job.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Ahead of All Parting: The Selected Poetry and Prose of Rainer
Maria Rilke (Modern Library) (English & German Edition) (English and German Edition).

Jessica Hodgkins:

The book Ahead of All Parting: The Selected Poetry and Prose of Rainer Maria Rilke (Modern Library)
(English & German Edition) (English and German Edition) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Ahead of All Parting: The
Selected Poetry and Prose of Rainer Maria Rilke (Modern Library) (English & German Edition) (English and
German Edition)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Ahead of All
Parting: The Selected Poetry and Prose of Rainer Maria Rilke (Modern Library) (English & German Edition)
(English and German Edition) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.



Guadalupe Marshall:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Ahead of All Parting: The Selected Poetry and Prose of Rainer Maria Rilke (Modern Library)
(English & German Edition) (English and German Edition) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The Ahead of All Parting: The Selected Poetry and Prose of Rainer Maria
Rilke (Modern Library) (English & German Edition) (English and German Edition) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

William Evans:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be examine.
Ahead of All Parting: The Selected Poetry and Prose of Rainer Maria Rilke (Modern Library) (English &
German Edition) (English and German Edition) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.
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