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Burned-out private dick Michael McGill needs to jump-start his career. What he
gets instead is a cattle prod to the crotch. The president's heroin-addicted chief of
staff wants McGill to find the Constitution—the real one the Founding Fathers
secretly devised for the time of gravest crisis. And with God, civility, and Mom's
homemade apple pie already dead or dying, that time is now. But McGill has a
talent for stumbling into every imaginable depravity—and this case is driving
him even deeper into America's darkest, dankest underbelly, toward obscenities
that boggle even his mind.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Michael McGill is a burned-out private detective who suddenly becomes enlisted by an army of presidential
goons to retrieve the Constitution of the United States, but not the one we all know about. This would be the
real Constitution (the one with invisible amendments) created by some of the Founding Fathers as a fallback
for their great experiment. Along the way, McGill gains a polyamorous sidekick named Trix, gets scared to
death by what men do with warm salty water, and descends into a world where crime, sex, and madness all
seem to be the same thing.

Full of mind-bending style and packed with a wild cast of characters, Crooked Little Vein infuses Robert B.
Parker with Kurt Vonnegut and the madness of the graphic-novel world. A surprisingly surreal treat, it will
appeal to hardcore comic fans, mystery aficionados, and all readers looking for a riotous summer reading
adventure.

Sample Chapter One of Crooked Little Vein

"Chapter One. I opened my eyes to see the rat taking a piss in my coffee mug. It was a huge brown bastard;
had a body like a turd with legs and beady black eyes full of secret rat knowledge."

Crooked Little Vein puts you right in the gutter from the first sentence and doesn't let up. Sample the goods
with a look at the complete first chapter, and see if you don't get hooked.

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Skillful investigator Mike McGill has just been hired by the heroin-injecting chief of staffto
reclaim a secret constitution, and his adventures lead him into a level of hell even Dante couldn't imagine.
Eloquent and charming serial killers, genital-modifying policemen and reptilian porn fans challenge McGill's
sanity as he seeks to retrieve the precious document. Ellis both mocks and pays tribute to the detective genre
with this deliciously perverse tale of American fetishism. McLaren embodies McGill with all the
investigator'swit and cynicism. His reading makes McGill's resigned disposition toward these events even
more prescient through timing, tone and emphasis. Listeners can hear in McLaren's voice resistance clash
against acquiescence as McGill contends with the more surreal aspects of life. Even the more exotic
characters of the novel aren't turned into vocal caricatures but provided a quality and realistic voice that adds
a deeper level of insanity to the individuals and the novel.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Warren Ellis is best known for his many comic books and graphic novels (among them, Transmetropolitan,
The Authority, Fell, and Desolation Jones), as well as television and video game scripts. While some of the
plots in his graphic novels can be unceasingly dark, Crooked Little Vein, Ellis's first prose novel, comes
across as an absurdist catalog of fetish porn and depravity and a tongue-in-cheek examination of morality
and hypocrisy in an Internet culture. Fans of Ellis's previous work will warm to the subject immediately,
recognizing both the author's own peculiar genius and his debt to Raymond Chandler, Chuck Palahniuk, and
William S. Burroughs. This book's not for everyone, though, and few readers will be ambivalent about it
when they've finished.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yolanda Ocasio:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you that Crooked Little Vein book as starter and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sadie McBride:

The book untitled Crooked Little Vein is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Crooked
Little Vein from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Martin Solomon:

Crooked Little Vein can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Crooked Little Vein although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Robert Nichols:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book Crooked Little Vein we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people?
To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with this book Crooked Little Vein. You can more desirable than now.
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