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Ancient Greek athletics offer us a clear window on many important aspects of
ancient culture, some of which have distinct parallels with modern sports and
their place in our society. Ancient athletics were closely connected with religion,
the formation of young men and women in their gender roles, and the
construction of sexuality. Eros was, from one perspective, amajor god of the
gymnasium where homoeraotic liaisons reinforced the traditional hierarchies of
Greek culture. But Eros in the athletic sphere was also a symbol of life-affirming
friendship and even of poalitical freedom in the face of tyranny. Greek athletic
culture was not so much afield of dreams asafield of desire, where fervent
competition for honor was balanced by cooperation for common social goals.

Eros and Greek Athleticsisthe first in-depth study of Greek body culture as
manifest in its athletics, sexuality, and gender formation. In this comprehensive
overview, Thomas F. Scanlon explores when and how athletics was linked with
religion, upbringing, gender, sexuality, and social valuesin an evolution from
Homer until the Roman period. Scanlon shows that males and femal es made
different uses of the same contests, that pederasty and athletic nudity were
fostered by an athletic revolution beginning in the late seventh century B.C., and
that public athletic festivals may be seen as quasi-dramatic performances of the
human tension between desire and death. Accessibly written and full of insights
that will challenge long-held assumptions about ancient sport, Eros and Greek
Athletics will appeal to readersinterested in ancient and modern sports, religion,
sexuality, and gender studies.
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Ancient Greek athletics offer us a clear window on many important aspects of ancient culture, some of which
have distinct parallels with modern sports and their place in our society. Ancient athletics were closely
connected with religion, the formation of young men and women in their gender roles, and the construction
of sexuality. Eros was, from one perspective, amajor god of the gymnasium where homoerotic liaisons
reinforced the traditional hierarchies of Greek culture. But Erosin the athletic sphere was also a symbol of
life-affirming friendship and even of palitical freedom in the face of tyranny. Greek athletic culture was not
so much afield of dreams as afield of desire, where fervent competition for honor was balanced by
cooperation for common social goals.

Eros and Greek Athleticsisthe first in-depth study of Greek body culture as manifest in its athletics,
sexuality, and gender formation. In this comprehensive overview, Thomas F. Scanlon explores when and
how athletics was linked with religion, upbringing, gender, sexuality, and socia valuesin an evolution from
Homer until the Roman period. Scanlon shows that males and females made different uses of the same
contests, that pederasty and athletic nudity were fostered by an athletic revolution beginning in the late
seventh century B.C., and that public athletic festivals may be seen as quasi-dramatic performances of the
human tension between desire and death. Accessibly written and full of insights that will challenge long-held
assumptions about ancient sport, Eros and Greek Athletics will appeal to readersinterested in ancient and
modern sports, religion, sexuality, and gender studies.
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Editorial Review
Review

"There is awealth of anecdotal material for the careful student of ancient sexuality...the book needsto bein
the library of every scholar of antiquity, ancient athletics, and sexuality.” --Journal of the History of
Sexuality

"[An] excellent new study of the sexual dimension in Greek sport.... Scanlon also provides us with an
enlightening glimpse of Greek women in the heroic age.... Scanlon'srichly informative book represents a
culmination of alifetime's study of ancient athletics. It is amply illustrated and does not lack humour."--Erich
Segal, Times Literary Supplement

"Throughout this in-depth survey, Scanlon treats the evidence thoroughly and judiciously. Frequent
summaries keep the reader focused on the forest. Illustrations accompany many of the vases and artifacts
discussed... The book isatrove of bibliography and insights into most aspects of athleticsin Greek culture.
Most importantly, Scanlon has enriched our understanding of Eros, that most potent force in every
culture."--Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"Rewarding. Readers will find much interesting information on Greek athletics and the varied sources for it.
The section on games for women will be of particular use to many."--Classical Outlook

"A work of considerable arete in bringing together the literary and artistic connections between Eros, the
Greek god of love, and Greek athletics.... The book would be an excellent reference source for anyone
interested in ancient Greek culture, ancient athletics/sports studies, gender studies, or classical studies."--H-
Net Reviews

"A leading expert on ancient sport, Scanlon moves athletics from the periphery to the center of our
understanding of Greek life. What used to be denied--the erotic power of athleticsin Greek culture and
society--is now explained. Brimming with insights, this sophisticated, balanced, and compelling examination
of theintegral role of athleticsin Greek culture and society should be read by all classicists and sport
historians. Insightful, sophisticated, and persuasive, Scanlon's work makes a major contribution to our
understanding of the social and cultural significance of Greek athletics."--Donad G. Kyle, University of
Texas at Arlington
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Thomas F. Scanlonis at University of California, Riverside.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L awr ence Rector:

Book iswritten, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Eros and Greek Athletics will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Terry Tyrrell:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you alot
of new information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Eros and Greek Athletics, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve.
Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Gregory McCormick:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get alot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons
or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of themisthis
Eros and Greek Athletics.

Brenda Moulton:

Exactly why? Because this Eros and Greek Athletics is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So, it isgood for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of advantages than
the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want



to delay having that book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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