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Modern-day archaeological discoveries in the Near East continue to illuminate
our understanding of the ancient world, including the many contributions made
by the people of Mesopotamia to literature, art, government, and urban life The
Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia describes the culture, history, and
people of this land, as well as their struggle for survival and happiness, from
about 3500 to 500 BCE. Mesopotamia was the home of a succession of glorious
civilizations--Sumeria, Babylonia, and Assyria--which flourished together for
more than three millennia. Sumerian mathematicians devised the sixty-minute
hour that still rules our lives; Babylonian architects designed the famed Tower of
Babel and the Hanging Gardens of Babylon; Assyrian kings and generals, in the
name of imperialism, conducted some of the shrewdest military campaigns in
recorded history. Readers will identify with the literary works of these
civilizations, such as the Code of Hammurabi and the Epic of Gilgamesh, as they
are carried across centuries to a period in time intimately entwined with the story
of the Bible. Maps and line drawings provide examples of Mesopotamian
geography, while other chapters present the Mesopotamian struggle to create
civilized life in a fertile land racked by brutal conquest.
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Modern-day archaeological discoveries in the Near East continue to illuminate our understanding of the
ancient world, including the many contributions made by the people of Mesopotamia to literature, art,
government, and urban life The Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia describes the culture, history, and
people of this land, as well as their struggle for survival and happiness, from about 3500 to 500 BCE.
Mesopotamia was the home of a succession of glorious civilizations--Sumeria, Babylonia, and Assyria--
which flourished together for more than three millennia. Sumerian mathematicians devised the sixty-minute
hour that still rules our lives; Babylonian architects designed the famed Tower of Babel and the Hanging
Gardens of Babylon; Assyrian kings and generals, in the name of imperialism, conducted some of the
shrewdest military campaigns in recorded history. Readers will identify with the literary works of these
civilizations, such as the Code of Hammurabi and the Epic of Gilgamesh, as they are carried across centuries
to a period in time intimately entwined with the story of the Bible. Maps and line drawings provide examples
of Mesopotamian geography, while other chapters present the Mesopotamian struggle to create civilized life
in a fertile land racked by brutal conquest.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Bertman, professor emeritus of classics at the University of Windsor, has made a useful contribution to Facts
On File's Handbook to Life series. Covering the lives of Assyrians, Babylonians, and Sumerians from around
3500 to 500 B.C.E., the book is arranged topically, with chapters on geography, archaeology, government,
religion, language and literature, arts, and daily life, among other subjects. Each chapter has citations to the
extensive bibliography. Most of the works in the larger bibliography are technical and specialized, but a
"Note to the Reader" lists several popular works that could be found in a larger public library. Bertman's
writing is formal but accessible, with touches of dry humor.

Subsections within the chapters deal with more specific topics. In the chapter on government, there are
capsule biographies of political leaders, mostly kings. The chapter on archaeology provides a list of
archaeologists who have made major discoveries in the region. Gods and goddesses are described in the
chapter on religion. There is an interesting concluding chapter about the legacy of Mesopotamia and how it
endures. A brief section on Aramaic-speaking Chaldeans who migrated from an ancient village in Iraq to
Detroit in the twentieth century suggests that the legacy is more alive than we realize. Bertman notes, too,
how many archaeological sites have been put at risk by recent political and military actions in the region.

The book is illustrated with black-and-white photographs and line drawings, which should copy well.
Appendixes include a chronological table and a list of museums with major Mesopotamian collections. A
useful purchase for medium-sized to large public libraries and academic libraries with undergraduate Middle
Eastern ancient history classes.

RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Bertman, professor emeritus of classics at the University of Windsor, has made a useful contribution to the
Handbook to Life series. Covering the lives of Assyrians, Babylonians, and Sumerians from around 3500 to
500 B.C.E., the book is arranged topically, with chapters on geography, archaeology, government, religion,
language and literature, arts, and daily life, among other subjects. Bertman's writing is formal but accessible,
with touches of dry humor. The book is illustrated with black-and-white photographs and line drawings,
which should copy well. Appendixes include a chronological table and a list of museums with major
Mesopotamian collections. --Booklist

About the Author

Stephen Bertman is Professor Emeritus of Classical Studies at the University of Windsor, Ontario and
adjunct lecturer in art history at the University of Michigan, Dearborn. His publications include Doorways
Through Time: The Romance of Archaeology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Gary Lopez:

Precisely why? Because this Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Leonard White:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to.
The Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia giving you another experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

James Barclay:

Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Handbook to Life in Ancient
Mesopotamia nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Clorinda Combs:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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