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Most of the commonly read Greek texts address "pollution". The pollution theme
appears in tragedies, historical texts, and political oratory. Purity is a constant
concern in ritual texts, and Greeks underwent many small purifications in their
everyday lives. Certain archaic religious movements even made "purification"
the path to felicity in the afterlife. First published in 1983, Miasma is the first
work in English to treat this theme in detail.
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Most of the commonly read Greek texts address "pollution". The pollution theme appears in tragedies,
historical texts, and political oratory. Purity is a constant concern in ritual texts, and Greeks underwent many
small purifications in their everyday lives. Certain archaic religious movements even made "purification" the
path to felicity in the afterlife. First published in 1983, Miasma is the first work in English to treat this theme
in detail.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The most important book on Greek religion to appear in many years....Not only is this book an
extraordinarily penetrating study of religious thought and practice, it also presents a most cogent and
balanced analysis of Greek social values."--The Classical Outlook

"This excellent study is not for literary students alone: any Hellenist, whatever his chosen field, is likely to
find illumination in it."--The Classical World

"A lucid, judicious, and well-documented assessment of the relevant literary and inscriptional evidence,
which is characterized by enormous diversity in time, geographical reference, and genre....A significant and
permanent contribution, this book warrants and should enjoy a wide readership."--Journal of the History of
Medicine

From the Back Cover
This was the first work in English to treat the themes of pollution and purification in depth and has become a
classic. It brings together the different categories of evidence while doing justice to the diversity and
complexity of the phenomenon.

About the Author

Robert Parker is Fellow and Tutor in Greek and Latin Languages and Literature at Oriel College, Oxford.
Dr. Parker is also the author of Athenian Religion: A History (OUP, 1996).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lydia Donaldson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Miasma: Pollution and
Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks). All type of book are you able to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.



Pamela Cole:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek
Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Bernice King:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading
a guide. The book Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks) it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

Miranda Wenger:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion (Clarendon Paperbacks)
this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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