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Following his runaway best seller, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, Dai
Sijie gives us a delightful new tale of East meets West: an adventure both wry
and uplifting about a love of dreams and the dream of love, and the power of
reading to sustain and inspire the spirit.

After years of studying Freud in Paris, Mr. Muo returns home to introduce the
blessings of psychoanalysis to twenty-first-century China. But it is his hidden
purpose—to liberate his university sweetheart, now a political prisoner—that
leads him to the sadistic local magistrate, Judge Di. The price of the Communist
bureaucrat’s clemency? A virgin maiden. And so our middle-aged hero Muo, a
Westernized romantic and sexual innocent himself, sets off on his bicycle in
search of a suitable girl.

Muo’s quest will take him from a Chengdu mortuary to a rural panda habitat,
from an insane asylum to the haunts of the marauding Lolo people. Along the
way, he will lose a tooth, his virginity, and his once unshakable faith in
psychoanalytic insight. But his quixotic idealism will not waver, even as he
comes to see that the chivalrous heart may have room for more than one true
love.

Dai Sijie’s exuberant, touching—and most unlikely—romance is a triumph of
unbridled imagination, a celebration of the yearning spirit.
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Following his runaway best seller, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, Dai Sijie gives us a delightful
new tale of East meets West: an adventure both wry and uplifting about a love of dreams and the dream of
love, and the power of reading to sustain and inspire the spirit.

After years of studying Freud in Paris, Mr. Muo returns home to introduce the blessings of psychoanalysis to
twenty-first-century China. But it is his hidden purpose—to liberate his university sweetheart, now a political
prisoner—that leads him to the sadistic local magistrate, Judge Di. The price of the Communist bureaucrat’s
clemency? A virgin maiden. And so our middle-aged hero Muo, a Westernized romantic and sexual innocent
himself, sets off on his bicycle in search of a suitable girl.

Muo’s quest will take him from a Chengdu mortuary to a rural panda habitat, from an insane asylum to the
haunts of the marauding Lolo people. Along the way, he will lose a tooth, his virginity, and his once
unshakable faith in psychoanalytic insight. But his quixotic idealism will not waver, even as he comes to see
that the chivalrous heart may have room for more than one true love.

Dai Sijie’s exuberant, touching—and most unlikely—romance is a triumph of unbridled imagination, a
celebration of the yearning spirit.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Wong's mellifluous, theatrical voice sets the stage for this novel of Muo, a French-trained
psychoanalyst who returns to his native China in search of his lost love. Finding her imprisoned by
Communist fiat, Muo discovers that the only way to free her is to bring a tyrannical local judge a virgin for
his delectation. Sijie's comic-romantic quest becomes a travelogue of the new China, taking in a panoply of
voices, a ceaselessly chattering orchestra playing the song of life in the proto-capitalist era. Wong chooses to
perform the book as an extended series of monologues, bending and playing with each word like a separate,
discretely wrapped treat. Some get whispered silkily, others intoned fitfully, others yet provided with a series
of intricately nuanced voices. The book becomes an opportunity for Wong to luxuriate in the sound of Sijie's
words and in his own voice. Wong makes his own performance the centerpiece of his reading, and his
audacious willingness to place himself at the forefront is a gamble that pays off handsomely, providing a
holistic unity that elevates this audiobook over the run of its peers.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
This comic novel encompasses huge themes—not just political repression in China, but also love, sex, the
commodification of women, and the twisting, winding roads one must take to gain self-knowledge.
Reviewers concur that Sijie’s second novel is something of a picaresque; it meanders as it follows the
hapless Mr. Mou’s adventures and missteps and enters into the terrain of the absurd. What reviewers don’t
agree on is whether or not the novel succeeds as a whole, particularly compared to the elegant Balzac and the
Little Chinese Seamstress (2001). IT seems Sijie hasn’t escaped the second-novel scourge, but he’ll charm
and entertain many readers nonetheless.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
When we first meet Mr. Muo, he is traveling on a train to his home province in China, with $10,000 stuffed
into his pants. He has been in France for the past 11 years as an apprentice in psychoanalysis. Always
somewhat different, Muo was a university student when he was thunderstruck by two things: Freud's
Interpretation of Dreams and a beautiful girl named Volcano of the Old Moon. Muo immediately recognized
his vocation and earned a stipend from the French government. But he never forgot about Old Moon, even
when she was imprisoned by the Chinese police as a political dissident. Now he has returned to gain her
release through judiciary bribery. Unfortunately, her life is in the hands of the ruthless Judge Di, who wants,
not money, but a virgin girl to sleep with. Humor derives from Muo's clumsy endeavors to lure a virgin, as
he finds much has changed in modern China. A stranger in his homeland, Muo admirably continues trying to
help Old Moon. But ultimately the pressing question becomes, Who will help Muo? Jerry Eberle
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
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person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Mr. Muo's Travelling
Couch. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Anna Yates:

This Mr. Muo's Travelling Couch book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Mr. Muo's
Travelling Couch without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Mr. Muo's Travelling Couch can bring once you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Mr. Muo's Travelling Couch having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Dennis Ross:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Mr. Muo's Travelling Couch that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to
pick Mr. Muo's Travelling Couch become your own starter.

Jason Rickman:

You can obtain this Mr. Muo's Travelling Couch by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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