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This book challenges the perception of Japan as a ‘copying culture’ through a
series of detailed ethnographic and historical case studies.

It addresses a question about why the West has had such a fascination for the
adeptness with which the Japanese apparently assimilate all things foreign and at
the same time such a fear of their skill at artificially remaking and automating the
world around them. Countering the idea of a Japan that deviously or ingenuously
copies others, it elucidates the history of creative exchanges with the outside
world and the particular myths, philosophies and concepts which are emblematic
of the origins and originality of copying in Japan. The volume demonstrates the
diversity and creativity of copying in the Japanese context through the translation
of a series of otherwise loosely related ideas and concepts into objects, images,
texts and practices of reproduction, which include: shamanic theatre, puppetry,
tea utensils, Kyoto town houses, architectural models, genres of painting,
calligraphy, and poetry, ‘sample’ food displays, and the fashion and car
industries.
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This book challenges the perception of Japan as a ‘copying culture’ through a series of detailed ethnographic
and historical case studies.

It addresses a question about why the West has had such a fascination for the adeptness with which the
Japanese apparently assimilate all things foreign and at the same time such a fear of their skill at artificially
remaking and automating the world around them. Countering the idea of a Japan that deviously or
ingenuously copies others, it elucidates the history of creative exchanges with the outside world and the
particular myths, philosophies and concepts which are emblematic of the origins and originality of copying
in Japan. The volume demonstrates the diversity and creativity of copying in the Japanese context through
the translation of a series of otherwise loosely related ideas and concepts into objects, images, texts and
practices of reproduction, which include: shamanic theatre, puppetry, tea utensils, Kyoto town houses,
architectural models, genres of painting, calligraphy, and poetry, ‘sample’ food displays, and the fashion and
car industries.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is anexcellent survey detailing Japanese learning and the transmission of, especially,
‘traditional’ knowledge by and for East Asianists in the arts and humanities." - Mitchell W. Sedgwick,
Oxford Brookes University, Journal of the Royal Astronomical Institute, Issue 16:3

About the Author

Rupert Cox is Lecturer in Visual Anthropology, Director of the MA programme at the Granada Centre for
Visual Anthropology, University of Manchester, UK. He is the author of The Zen Arts: An anthropological
study of the culture of aesthetic form in Japan (Routledge, 2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Will Guertin:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Culture of Copying in Japan: Critical and Historical
Perspectives has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Culture of Copying in Japan: Critical
and Historical Perspectives is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship using the book The Culture of Copying in Japan: Critical and Historical Perspectives. You never
truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jason Hill:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Culture
of Copying in Japan: Critical and Historical Perspectives book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Melissa Parra:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you



lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Culture of Copying in Japan:
Critical and Historical Perspectives is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Denise Dennis:

This The Culture of Copying in Japan: Critical and Historical Perspectives is great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
The Culture of Copying in Japan: Critical and Historical Perspectives in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten
or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt this?
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