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Japanese woodblock prints, or ukiyo-e, occupy a singular position in the lexicon
of world art. They enthralled such Western artists as Whistler, Manet, Degas, and
van Gogh, and gave rise to a wave of "japonisme" in the salons of Paris, London,
and New York that left a lasting impression.

As the successor to previous aristocratic traditions, the ukiyo-e print represents
the last flowering of traditional pictorial art before Japan entered the modern era.
These "pictures of the floating world" reflected the world of the townspeople of
Edo (Tokyo), focusing on the popular entertainments of the day, landscapes of
favored scenic spots, and portraits of well-known geisha, kabuki actors, and
sumo stars.

The present volume delves into the history of these unique artistic endeavors,
tracing their development from the lavish works commissioned by aristocratic
patrons in the sixteenth century to their peak in popularity among the rising
merchant class of the flourishing future capital. As the story of the genre's
blossoming unfolds, Mr. Kobayashi's illuminating commentary on all its varied
aspects-styles, artists, engravers, printers, and the demands of an insatiable but
fickle public-captures the essence of the art and provides a fascinating glimpse
into the culture of old Japan. With the large color plates and numerous detailed
close-ups accompanying the text, Ukiyo-e: An Introduction is essential reading
for anyone interested in exploring the exotic world of the Japanese print.
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Japanese woodblock prints, or ukiyo-e, occupy a singular position in the lexicon of world art. They enthralled
such Western artists as Whistler, Manet, Degas, and van Gogh, and gave rise to a wave of "japonisme" in the
salons of Paris, London, and New York that left a lasting impression.

As the successor to previous aristocratic traditions, the ukiyo-e print represents the last flowering of
traditional pictorial art before Japan entered the modern era. These "pictures of the floating world" reflected
the world of the townspeople of Edo (Tokyo), focusing on the popular entertainments of the day, landscapes
of favored scenic spots, and portraits of well-known geisha, kabuki actors, and sumo stars.

The present volume delves into the history of these unique artistic endeavors, tracing their development from
the lavish works commissioned by aristocratic patrons in the sixteenth century to their peak in popularity
among the rising merchant class of the flourishing future capital. As the story of the genre's blossoming
unfolds, Mr. Kobayashi's illuminating commentary on all its varied aspects-styles, artists, engravers, printers,
and the demands of an insatiable but fickle public-captures the essence of the art and provides a fascinating
glimpse into the culture of old Japan. With the large color plates and numerous detailed close-ups
accompanying the text, Ukiyo-e: An Introduction is essential reading for anyone interested in exploring the
exotic world of the Japanese print.
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Editorial Review

Review
¨"Highly readable ... an excellent addition to your library."-Eye-Ai
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About the Author

Born in Tokyo in 1941, TADASHI KOBAYASHI graduated from the University of Tokyo, then went on to
serve as a lecturer at the University of Nagoya and as curator at the Tokyo National Museum. His extensive
writings on Japanese art have brought him to the forefront of the field. He is the co-supervisor of Japanese
Art: The Great European Collections, in twelve volumes, and the author of Utamaro: Portraits from the
Floating World.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Ukiyo-e: An Introduction to Japanese Woodblock
Prints is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Rose Nguyen:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world
may share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
particular reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications.
But also they write about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth



always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their
book. One of them is this Ukiyo-e: An Introduction to Japanese Woodblock Prints.

Allen Reilley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is Ukiyo-e: An Introduction to Japanese Woodblock Prints.

Jennifer Crawford:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Ukiyo-e: An Introduction to Japanese
Woodblock Prints is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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